
RESPONDING TO
MODERN SLAVERY
How to identify slavery and where to get help.

 Millions of people are in modern slavery in countries around the world, including Australia. 
 

Phone (+61 2) 9514 8115 | Email: antislavery@uts.edu.au | antislavery.org.au

Learn what modern slavery is, what the signs are and what to do if you suspect modern
slavery in your workplace or supply chains.
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WHAT IS MODERN SLAVERY?

Slavery still occurs in 21st century Australia. Today slavery is often less about physical
ownership (although that still exists) and more about exploitation and control. Modern
slavery is only used to describe criminal exploitation. It does not include practices like

substandard working conditions or underpayment of workers. However, these practices are
still unlawful and harmful and may be present in some situations of modern slavery.
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WHO IS AT RISK?

CHILDREN REFUGEES AND
PEOPLE SEEKING

ASYLUM

OCCUPATIONS WITH
LOW VISIBILITY OR
LEGAL PROTECTION

These are all crimes in Australia.

Anyone can be vulnerable to modern slavery. It is not limited to a certain age, socio-economic status,
nationality, education or gender. However, certain groups are more vulnerable than others:

SLAVERY SERVITUDE

FORCED 
LABOUR

HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING

FORCED 
MARRIAGE

When a person does not
consider themselves free to

stop working or to leave their
place of work because of

coercion, threat of deception
and they are significantly
deprived of their personal

freedom.

The recruitment,
harbouring and

movement of a person
for exploitation. 

When a person exercises
ownership rights over

another; treating someone
like an object or using their

labour in an unrestricted
way.

When a person does not
consider themselves free to

stop working or to leave
their place of work because

of coercion, threat of
deception.

Where a person gets married
without freely and fully
consenting because of

coercion, threats or deception
or because they are incapable
of understanding the nature

and effect of the marriage
ceremony.
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OF MODERN SLAVERY
ESTIMATED VICTIMS

WOMEN MIGRANTS
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU SUSPECT SLAVERY

1
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3
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You should be careful that any actions you take do not harm a victim
or survivor of modern slavery. Never publicly disclose personal
information without informed consent.

In emergencies, where there is immediate danger, or where the
situation involves a child, call Triple 0 (000).

To report modern slavery in Australia call the Australian Federal Police on 
131 237 or report through their website www.afp.gov.au.

Anti-Slavery Australia can provide access to free and confidential legal
and migration advice to anyone in modern slavery. Call 02 9514 8115 or
visit www.antislavery.org.au.

KNOW THE SIGNS
Controlled or restricted freedom of

movement; monitored, guarded or confined

Intimidation and threats including threats of

deportation

Threatened or actual physical and/or

sexual violence

Travel or other important documents have

been taken by employer or a third party

Abusive living and/or working conditions

Living at the workplace or another place

owned/controlled by employer

Isolation – geographic, social and/or

linguistic

Withholding, underpayment or no payment

of wages

Excessive hours of work

Debt bondage (i.e. labour or services are

provided as security or repayment of an

inflated debt)

Deceived or lack of information about nature

and conditions of work

No discretion over life decisions

Unable to end employment at any time
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Anti-Slavery Australia is a leading research, policy and
legal centre at the University of Technology Sydney, 

working to end human trafficking, slavery and 
slavery-like practices in Australia. 

LEARN MORE
 Sign up to Australia's first free online

e-learning course to learn more about
slavery, human trafficking, forced

marriage and labour exploitation at
antislavery.org.au/e-learning

DONATE
Anti-Slavery Australia relies on the

generosity of donations to continue
our work in advocating for, supporting
and empowering survivors of modern

slavery in Australia. 

To donate or find out how you can
contribute in other ways visit:

antislavery.org.au

If you suspect someone is
 experiencing modern slavery in Australia, contact

Anti-Slavery Australia. Anti-Slavery Australia
provides access to free and confidential legal and

migration advice.




